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"falsification" or "piece of propaganda/' Even so dis-
tinguished a historian as Sir Charles Oman thought "the
whole evidence is falsified. . . . The record of the trial has
been so much tampered with that no confidence can be
placed in any word of it."5 Yet the fact is, as we shall see
below, that Austria's charges against Serbia in 1914, con-
firmed by the evidence at the trial, are really an understate-
ment, rather than an overstatement, of Serbia's responsi-
bility. So, for nearly a decade, the truth about the Sarajevo
plot remained mysterious and unknown. The Austrian
evidence was neglected, discredited, or ridiculed. Serbian
writers, on the other hand, were careful to publish nothing
in conflict with the attitude of injured innocence which their
Government had assumed in 1914.
RECENT REVELATIONS
Within the last five years, however, there have come
numerous Serb revelations, whose authors appear to be
moved by various motives: simply to tell the truth and
see that justice shall replace injustice; to play party poli-
tics; or, strangely enough, to claim the doubtful honor of
being among those who planned the murder of the Arch-
duke; which ultimately resulted in the establishment of the
glorious Jugoslav Kingdom.
The first of these revelations to attract attention beyond
the frontiers of Serbia6 came .from the pen of a well-known
professor of history at Belgrade, Stanoje Stanojevitch.7 He
5 C. Oman, The Outbreak of the War of 1914-1918, London, 1919, p. 9.
6 Among well-informed Serbians themselves it has long been an open
secret that higher Serbian officials than those charged in the Austrian
ultimatum shared in the preparation of the plot to murder Franz Ferdi-
nand; see below the discussion of the "Black Hand" and the Salonica
Trial of 1917.
?S. Stanojevitch, Ubistvo Austnskog Prestolonaslednika Ferdinanda
[The Murder of the Austrian Heir to the Throne Ferdinand], Belgrade,
1923; German trans, by H. Wendel, Die Ermordung des Erzherzogs Franz
Ferdinand, Frankfurt, 1923; summarized in English by M. Edith Durham,
Serajevo Crime, pp. 96-117. Stanojevitch's statements, though not